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PAWS to READ this Summer! 
 

Summer reading sign-up set for June 7th 
  

The Alsip-Merrionette Park Public Library District will kick off its summer reading 

program on Saturday, June 7th.  Join us for an Ice Cream Social and a visit from 

Friendly Farms Petting Zoo from 11 a.m.—3p.m.    

We have lots of fun activities planned for our eight week program.  Look inside for all 

the programming details.  There will also be prizes for all who read!  Children, teens 

and adults are all invited to join in the fun!   

Summer reading is important because young people who are not engaged in 

educational activities during the summer can experience learning loss.  Reading during 

the summer is a great way to prevent learning loss.  In fact, one study found that students who participated in summer 

reading programs scored higher on standard tests!  The Alsip-Merrionette Park Public Library District is committed to 

supporting lifelong learning and educational enrichment for the whole family!  

So be sure to look inside and find out about all the fun that we’ve planned for you 

and your family this summer.  We are hoping you’ll agree that the library is a great 

place to “paws” and enjoy some fun this summer! 

Make Your Own 

Pet Treats 
 

Saturday, June 14th 

at 2 P.M. 
 

Come and learn recipes for 

making homemade dog or cat 

treats for your favorite pet.  

Chef Kate Bradley will be 

at the library to discuss 

the basics of a proper 

pet diet as well as  

which ingredients  

to avoid.  Take home 

a treat bag for  

your pet!   

Meet Your New Library Director 
 

When Library Director Ruthann Swanson retired last year, the Alsip-Merrionette 

Park Library Board of Trustees began an extensive search for a new 

administrator.  In February, they hired South Side-native Sarah Cottonaro for the 

position.  A graduate of Mother McAuley High School and DePaul University, 

Sarah began her public library career as an Alsip-Merrionette Park Library clerk in 

2006, and earned her Master’s degree in Library and Information Science at 

Dominican University.   She went on to become the director of Stickney-Forest 

View Public Library and then the Blue Island Library. Sarah’s tenure as Alsip-

Merrionette Park Library Director began on March 17. Recently, Library Trustee 

Les Engelbrecht and Sarah chatted about the library and leadership.   

Read interview on next page. 



 

 

Les:  What are your initial impressions 
of our library? 

Sarah:  My first impression, and 
this is something I knew before 
becoming the director, is that the 
library is well respected and well 
regarded—not just in the Alsip, 
Merrionette Park and Garden Homes 
community, but in the larger 
surrounding area.  We get a lot of 
patrons from the south side of 
Chicago, Mount Greenwood, Beverly, 
as well as other neighboring suburbs.  
That’s a testament to the quality of 
our collection, our facilities and our 
staff. 

Les: What are your major long-term 
goals for the Alsip-Merrionette Park 
Public Library District? 

Sarah:  We are particularly well 
known for having a really strong 
collection of both adult and youth 
materials, and I would like to 
continue that while expanding our 
outreach and programming.  We have 
this beautiful new facility and we 
need to do more to draw people in — 
maybe people who don’t come in to 

the library for traditional services, 
maybe expanding people’s idea of 
what a library is within a community. 

Les: What will you focus on to draw 
more people into the library? 

Sarah:  I think it’s important to 
work on getting youth and teens to 
come to the library and to see it as a 
meaningful part of the community 
that is relevant to them—because 
they become the adult users.  A lot of 
the people who have been part of the 
community for any period of time— 
5, 10 or 20 years—already have a 
strong sense of what the library 
means to the community.  But I would 
like to see us do more with new 
residents, reaching out to people who 
are purchasing new homes, letting 
them know what the library can do 
for them, because the library really is 
an asset to the community.  Like 
schools, public libraries should be a 
consideration when people are going 
to purchase homes. 

Les: What do you like best about being 
Library Director? 

Sarah: I like that I get to interact 
with people at all levels.  I get to 
interact with the staff, the library 
board, the community, and with other 
library directors.  It helps me to feel 
that I am really making meaningful 
change because I’m in a position to do 
that, and to make meaningful 
connections with people.  I tend to 
see the big picture and that helps me 
to be a strong library director.  It 
helps me share that vision with other 
people, so they realize what a library 
can really be through my work. 

Les:  If you could change one thing 
about the library today, what would it 
be? 

Sarah:  The big thing for me would 
be to get all of the remaining building 
issues handled so this would be the 
perfect, state-of-the-art  21st Century 
building.  I think that most people 
who come into the library still see 
that.   If I could snap my fingers and 
get those things taken care of, I 
would.  Then the staff and the library 
board and I could really focus on 
things apart from the building. 

Interview with the new library director continued from front page 

The Society of  

Lifetime Readers 
 

Congratulations to the following 

members who have all reached the 

100 book level! 
 

Dawn Cadwallader 
 

Terry Flanagan 
 

Susan Kapala 
 

All library district residents age 18 

and over are invited to join the 

Society.  All books that are read for 

the summer reading program can 

also be counted toward your 

Society totals.  Just be sure to turn 

in your completed sheets at the 

Information Desk. 

Paws to Read  
Adult Summer Reading Program 

Add some fun to your summer—join the 
library’s adult summer reading program!  
Sign-up and receive a “goodie” bag, read 
three books and win a prize.  If you 
choose three books that have a pawed 
animal, you’re eligible for our raffle. 

You can read library books that are in print, 
ebook, or audio.  For those who would like to 
read books that feature a pawed animal, a list of 
suggested titles will be included in your sign-up 
bag.  You can also submit photos of your pets for 
prizes!  The program runs through August 2nd so 
be sure to Paws to Read this summer!  



Cat’s Cradle 
Mondays 10—10:30 A.M. 
Birth—23 months  with  a caregiver 
 

Get ready to sing, clap, bounce and 

listen to nursery rhymes and simple 

stories with your baby. 

 

Sit! Stay! Storytime! 
Tuesdays 10—10:30 A.M. 
Independent 3—5 years  
 

Calling all preschoolers!  Please join 

us for stories, games, activities and 

crafts with fun summer themes.  

This is a time for your child to gain 

independence and a love of 

reading.   

Kitty Corner 
Wednesdays  

10—10:30 A.M. 
2—5 years with a caregiver 
 

Keep the mess out of your house 

while we encourage hands-on 

activity using toddler-safe tools and 

materials.  With a favorite adult at 

their side, toddlers will explore 

activities that engage the senses 

and help them understand the 

world around them.  Be prepared to 

giggle, wiggle, and don’t forget to 

dress for a mess.  

Animal Alphabet 
Thursdays 10—10:30 A.M. 
2—4 years with a caregiver 
  

We’re going on a bear hunt!  Each 

week we will explore a new letter 

and animal and all the things 

associated in a toddler’s world.  Join 

us for books, songs and activities 

centered on the alphabet. 

 

Family Music Time 
Fridays 10:00—10:30 A.M. 
Birth—5 years  
 

Songs, games and musical adven-

tures for caregivers and little ones. 

 

Animal Crackers 
Tuesday 2—2:30 P.M.  
Independent 3—5 years 
 

Preschoolers are invited to swing 

into the library and explore a jungle 

of reading adventures filled with 

wild activities! 

 

It’s a Zoo in Here! 

Animal Adventures 
Tuesdays 4—4:30 P.M.   
Kindergarten—5th Grade 
 

Why does a lion roar?  Does a zebra 

have black or white stripes?  Join us 

as we discover and explore the 

uniqueness of different animals 

with stories and crafts.   

BINGO! 
Mondays 4—4:30 P.M.  
Kindergarten and up 
 

Please join us for a fun and relaxing 

session of BINGO! 

 

Artists’ Workshop 
Wednesdays 4—4:30 P.M. or 

Mondays 6:30—7 P.M.  
Grades 2nd and up 
 

Looking to get artsy this summer?  

Join us for hands-on art classes that 

will focus on meeting new artists, 

using real tools, and learning a new 

skill each week.  You’ll practice 

shading, drawing, painting and 

more.   

Garden Sprouts 
Thursdays 4—4:30 P.M.  
Kindergarten—5th Grade 
 

Excited about dirt?  Curious about 

gardening?  Then come and enjoy 

stories and creative hands on 

projects that are guaranteed to 

spark an interest in gardening, 

nutrition and the environment. 

 

Super Summer Science 
Fridays 2—2:30 P.M.  
Kindergarten—5th Grade 
 

Fuel the imagination of your child 

and get ready for exciting 

adventures through the many 

wonders of science. 

The Youth Services Department has lots of fun in store for kids this 
summer.  There will be prizes and fun activities for kids from birth 
through age 14.  Be sure to sign up beginning Saturday June 7, 2014.  You 
won’t want to miss out on the fun and excitement of summer reading! 



6th Grade and up 

John Measner Magic 
Monday, July 14th at 7 P.M. 
 

Join us for a 45 minute magic show 

with live animals, audience 

participation and illusions! 

 

See a Juggler, Be a Juggler 
Monday, July 21st at 7 P.M. 
 

This total-participation, totally 

interactive entertainment program 

involves a show AND a huge 

workshop where kids of all ages 

become Rock Star Jugglers! 

 

Meet the Frog Lady! 
Monday, July 28th at 7 P.M. 
 

Learn the difference and similarities 

between various amphibians.  

Here’s your chance to meet over 

twenty animals that 

participants can see 

and touch up close.  

Give a Dog a Book! 
Tuesdays 6:30—7:30 P.M. 
 

Join us for a very special four legged 

guest who LOVES to hear stories.  

Bring your favorite book or we will 

provide some great doggy stories to 

read out loud to our furry friend.  

All dogs are trained and certified.     

 

Family Bingo 
Tuesdays 7—7:30 P.M. 

3 years and up with a caregiver 
 

Bring the whole family for a fun and 

relaxing session of Bingo! Parents 

can play too. 

 

Family Evening Storytime 
Wednesdays 6:30—7 P.M. 

All ages, best for 6 years and under 
 

Are you looking for a fun and low-

key way to spend some time with 

your kids in the summer?  Join our 

fun group of parents and kids who 

play together, read together and 

learn together every week!  Each 

week is a different theme featuring 

read along stories, games, activities 

and a craft.     

Checkmate! 
Saturday 10—11 A.M.  

Grades 2nd and up 
 

Learn new moves and test your 

chess skills.  Our instructor will 

teach a new move each week to 

develop your competitive edge.   

 

Play-Doh Playdate 
Saturday 3—3:30 P.M.   

Ages 4 and up 
 

Bring your family and see what kind 

of crazy creations you can make 

with Play-Doh! 

Pick up your FREE tickets for each 7 p.m. show at the Youth Services Desk 

the night of the performance.  Residents can pickup tickets at 6:30 p.m., 

non-residents at 6:45 p.m. 

Incredible Bats! 
Monday, June 23rd at 7 P.M. 
 

A one hour education presentation 

with a live fruit bat that highlights 

the mysteries of these unique 

creatures. 

 
Jeannie McQueenie Puppet Show 

Alice in Wonderland 
Monday, June 30th at 7 P.M. 
 

A marvelous, fun-filled adaptation 

that follows Alice on her adventure 

down the rabbit hole.   

 

Flying Fox 

Conservation Fund 
Monday, July 7th at 7 P.M. 
 

We bring the zoo to you!  This one 

hour program includes ten different 

animals.  Learn about some of the 

most unique creatures from around 

the world! 

TAG - Teen Advisory Group 
First Thursday of each month,  

7—8 P.M. 
Grades 6th—8th  
 

Join us to express ideas, help design 

and plan library events, generate 

interest in community projects and 

suggest new books for the library’s 

collection.  You talk, we listen!  
AMPL cardholders only. 

 

DIY Steampunk Goggles 
Thursday, June 26th    7—8 P.M. 
 

IBM Has declared Steampunk fash-

ion to be the next big trend.  Join 

the fad and design and decorate 

your own Steampunk goggles!  

Open to all. 

Improv LOL 
Thursdays in July 7—8 P.M. 
 

Whether you’re ready to take your 

first steps to performing or looking 

to increase your performing experi-

ence, this improv workshop is for 

you!  Join this four week session of 

creative thinking and confidence-

building fun!  AMPL cardholders only. 

 

TAG Lock-In 
Friday, August 1st     5—11 P.M. 
 

Join fellow TAG members for an 

evening of friendship, food and fun.  

End your summer reading program 

volunteering experience with a 

bang!  AMPL cardholders only. 



 

 

New Books 
June 

Hard Choices   

 by Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Top Secret Twenty-One  

 by Janet Evanovich 

Terminal City by Linda Fairstein 

Written in My Own Heart’s Blood 

 by Diana Gabaldon 

Vertigo 42 by Martha Grimes 

A Shiver of Light   

 by Laurell K. Hamilton 

Mr. Mercedes by Stephen King 

Stormy Persuasion   

 by Johanna Lindsey 

The Last Kind Words Saloon  

 by Larry McMurtry 

Invisible by James Patterson 

The Red Room by Ridley Pearson 

July 

Last to Know by Elizabeth Adler 

The Good, the Bad, and the Emus 

 by Donna Andrews 

Wayfaring Stranger   

 by James Lee Burke 

Power Play by Catherine Coulter 

For All the Time by Jude Deveraux 

Fast Track by Julie Garwood  

Sight Unseen by Iris Johansen 

Born of Fury by Sherrilyn Kenyon 

The City by Dean Koontz 

Invincible by Diana Palmer 

Eden in Winter   

 by Richard North Patterson 

The Heist by Daniel Silva 

A Perfect Life by Danielle Steel 

Cut and Thrust by Stuart Woods 

August 

Cold Cold Heart by Tami Hoag 

Love Letters    

 by Debbie Macomber 

Private Down Under   

 by James Patterson 

Her Last Whisper   

 by Karen Robards 

New DVDs 
Cosmos 2014 

The Grand Budapest Hotel 

Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit 

Her 

Lego Movie 

Monuments Men 

Ride Along 

Robocop 

Winter’s Tale 

 

Testimony by August Alsina 

Life Your Spirit  

 by Aloe Blacc 

Out Among the Stars   

 by Johnny Cash 

Devil by Chiodos 

The Outsiders by Eric Church 

Where It All Began by Dan + Shay 

Extremist by Demon Hunter 

Talk Dirty by Jason Derulo 

Ronnie James Dio: This Is Your Life 

 by James Dio 

Sex and Love by Enrique Iglesias 

The Beat by Boney James 

Cope by Manchester Orchestra 

Lights Out by Ingrid Michaelson 

Illmatic XX by Nas 

Rivers in the Wasteland  

 by Needtobreathe 

New Music 

A Dotted Line by Nickel Creek 

Head or Heart by Christina Perri 

Going to Hell by Pretty Reckless 

The Complete Stax/Volt Singles 

 Collection by Otis Redding 

Mastermind by Rick Ross 

Shakira by Shakira 

Time Travelers and Bonfires 

 by Sevendust 



 

 

Summer hasn’t even started, but 

we’re already thinking about back 

to school.  The Alsip-Merrionette 

Park Public Library District is 

sponsoring its 13th Annual School 

Supply and Food Drive.  Beginning 

July 14th we will be collecting new 

school supplies, non-perishable food 

and monetary donations to help 

area families in need.  All items will 

be distributed by Worth Township.  

Please bring your  

donations to the 

library before  

August 16th and  

help make this a  

great school year 

for all children. 

 

Alsip-Merrionette Park  

Public Library District 
11960 S. Pulaski, Alsip, IL 60803 
Phone: 708-371-5666 
www.alsiplibrary.info 
 

Library Hours 
Monday — Thursday 9 a.m.— 9 p.m. 

Friday  & Saturday 9 a.m.— 5 p.m. 

Sunday                Closed through Labor Day 
 

Closed 
Independence Day 
Friday, July 4, 2014 

Labor Day 
Monday, September 1, 2014 
 

Library Board 
Mary E. McKendree — President 

Judy Buergel — Vice President 

Mary Jane Schneider — Secretary 

Sandy Ceretto — Treasurer 

Gerald Dujsik — Trustee 

Lester Engelbrecht — Trustee 

Robert Olson — Trustee 
 

Library Director 
Sarah Cottonaro 
 

Library Board meetings are held the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:30 P.M. Minutes and agendas are posted on the 
library’s website. Library Board members are elected by 
residents of Alsip, Merrionette Park and Garden Homes. All 
library board positions are unpaid. The public is welcome. 

Need a special accommodation for a program?  Be sure to call the library at least five days in advance. 
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    Then you could win an ASUS Tablet!  We know 

       summer is a busy time, but this is your chance 

            to make that required summer reading pay  

                                     off in a big way!  Join the library’s summer 

                                      reading program beginning June 7th and  

      you’ll not only win a prize for reading, but  

   you’ll be entered in our drawing for a really cool 

tablet too!  So be sure to stop by the information desk in the Adult 

Services Department.  Register, read, and win—it really is that simple! 

You really 
can win! 

This summer we invite you to 

PAWS to READ.  Look inside for 

everything you’ll need to make 

reading a part of your summer fun! 


